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WITF and Pennon Education- Central Pennsylvania Spelling Bee
Timeline and Tasks for 2026-27 Participation

August 18, 2026 - Step 1: Register Your School with Scripps National Spelling Bee
January 29, 2027 The Scripps National Spelling Bee registration portal opens on August
18, 2026. All participating schools must register their school at
www.spellingbee.com. You can view an enrollment tutorial here. This
year’s enrollment fee is $199 per school. Beginning December 1,
2026, the per-school fee increases to $225. You will receive an email
confirmation once we verify that your school has been enrolled. The
deadline to register your school with Scripps National Spelling Bee is
January 29, 2027. Please note: Schools that are not registered with
Scripps are not eligible to send spellers to participate in the Central
Pennsylvania Spelling Bee.

September 2, 2026 - Step 2: Determine Spellers for Regional Online Semi-Final

January 15, 2027 Your school must determine which of your spellers will advance to
the WITF/Pennon Education’s Regional Online Semi-Final to take the
online test. Schools are welcome to host a local spelling bee to
determine their top spellers, select spellers by teacher
recommendation, or determine spellers in some other way. The
selection of spellers is at the sole discretion of the sending school.

**Each school may send up to 8 spellers to the regional online
semi-final.

January 22, 2027 Step 3: Register Spellers for the Regional Online Semi-Final

After your school has determined which of your speller(s) will
advance to the WITF/Pennon Education’s Regional Online Semi-Final,
the school’s point of contact must complete the

WITF Online Spellers Registration Form and submit the associated
$25 per speller fee by 5:00 p.m. on January 22, 2027. Payment
instructions to WITF/Pennon Education will be on the form. Your
entry should list all spellers from your school on one form.



https://spellingbee.com/enrollment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCc2AGfLApY&t=1s
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdNRiXDzgpy5VAoiqJb6_DLTIYl99wAD1xlce7LI199pCSWvg/viewform?usp=header

January 29, 2027

Step 4: Register Spellers with Scripps National Spelling Bee

All participating schools must also register each individual speller
who will advance to the Regional Online Semi-Final in the Scripps
National Spelling Bee portal by 11:59 p.m. on January 29, 2027. The
school’s point of contact must register each speller in the school’s
Scripps National Spelling Bee account that you created when you
registered your school in Step 1. WITF/Pennon Education cannot
assist you with this task. WITF/Pennon Education will send an email
confirmation once we verify that your spellers have been enrolled.

February 3 -7, 2027

Step 5: Complete the Regional Semi-Final Online Test

Each semi-finalist must login and take the online test during the
online testing window from February 3 - 7, 2027. Parents will need to
help spellers login using the email address they provided to the
speller’s school/coordinator, as the email must match the email that
was registered in Scripps National Spelling Bee portal. If facilitating
the online test at school, please use the email of the school
coordinator (not the parent) for each speller taking the test at school.

February 19, 2027

Spellers who advance to the Central Pennsylvania Spelling Bee Final
must complete Spelling Bee Biography form by Friday, February 19,
2027.

March 20, 2027

Central Pennsylvania Spelling Bee

Harrisburg University of Science and Technology
UPMC Health Sciences Tower at Harrisburg University
222 Chestnut Street, Harrisburg, PA 17101

1:00 PM

April 2, 2027

Deadline for Central Pennsylvania Spelling Bee’s regional champion
to register for the national competition and Bee Week.

May 31-June 4, 2027

Bee Week of the 2027 Scripps National Spelling Bee.

Questions?

Contact Spelling Bee Support at WITF/Pennon Education at SpellingBee @witf.org
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMrq8VoORwKxomaAU47H5Rb03XP97uQsPFOcIeWzX7Jich2w/viewform?usp=header
mailto:SpellingBee@witf.org

